
 
 
The Direct Rollover 
 
When you roll over assets from a workplace retirement account into an IRA, arrange for a “trustee-to 
trustee transfer.” If your employer sends you a check in your name, and you then deposit it in an IRA, you 
could pay hefty taxes and penalties, as the table below shows. 
 

 
*Assumes 25 percent federal tax bracket. 
Source: smartmoney.com. 
 

 
 
 


